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Taking an active interest in your child’s learning is one of the best ways you can 

help your child. Learning is not just about what happens at school, children are 

learning all the time through what they see, hear and do. 

 

A little reading goes along way! 

At Holmesdale we encourage each child to read as often as possible at home. 

However, we appreciate the difficulties of family life and fitting this in. But 

remember a good 10 minutes is much better than a difficult half hour. Also we 

believe that once is never enough, encourage your child to reread their 

favourite books along with their school reading book. This will help promote a 

love of reading, and will help your child read more fluently and accurately. 

 

Strategies and reading behaviours 

In school children are taught a range of strategies they can use to help them 

work out unknown words. Such as: 

 Using phonics. If they can sound out the word using their phonic 

knowledge, then we encourage this as the first strategy. Encourage 

children to look for digraphs and trigraphs in a word when sounding out.   

 Use the pictures as a clue  

 Use the picture clues along with the initial letter in the word 

 Predict what the word could be from the context it is in.  

 

As children’s reading skills develop they adopt a range of good reading 

behaviours. Such as: 

 Reading from left to right 

 Recognising errors 

 Re reading to correct and check 

 Sounding out in their heads 

 Reading with expression  

 

 



Reading with your child 
 

Book Introduction 

Spend time introducing the book. Look at the cover together what might it be 

about? Is it something you might have seen or done before? Has it got any 

characters we have read about before in? (see questions)  

 

Strategies 

 Encourage the use of the strategies above to help children if they get 

stuck on a word.  

 Once your child has read a sentence if they have sounded it out mostly 

go back and read the sentence again and apply what they have just 

done, this will help to build their fluency and understanding. E.g. 

The     m-a-n    i-s     s-a-d.  

 

The man is sad.  

 

Returning to the text for questions: 

This is an important part of reading as it allows us to see if they have 

understood what they have read. As children become more confident reader 

they will begin to return to the text to find out answers. (see questions and 

activities) 

 

Important things to remember: 

 Allow your child to read to the end of the sentence without interrupting.  

 Share the title first if the words are unfamiliar rather than asking them 

to read it. 

 Be patient. When they are trying to sound out an unfamiliar word give 

them time to do so. Remind them to look closely at the letters of the 

word. 

 Remind your child to point to each word individually and as they become 

more confident they will be able to run their finger underneath as 

reading.  

 Always use praise. The English language is complicated to understand, 

always praise your child for their effort. 



Activity guide to help with Reading and Phonics.  
 

Make it fun! 

 Visit the library  

 Build dens  

 "Where do you think that truck is going?" Make up a story together about the 

journey of the truck, each telling a sentence at a time. 

 Read a book, see the film, play the game! Make links between books and films – 

which is best? 

 Set up treasure hunts or challenges and encourage your child to read the clues to 

find the treasure. 

 Play yes/no games. Your child chooses an object, person or animal and answers 

yes/no to your questions until you guess what/who they are thinking of 

 Read instructions for recipes, games, to build something and then follow them. 

 Play word/spelling games like Junior Scrabble and Boggle to focus on blending letter 

sounds to make words. 

 Joke books can be a useful thing to pack for a long car journey. Take it in turns to tell 

a joke or a riddle 

 

Activities to do with the book you are reading or have read 

 Design a new front cover for the book. 

 Draw a picture of the setting in the book. Can you include everything in the picture 

and label it?  

 Choose a character and find or make a list of adjectives, similes and alliteration 

associated with the character.  

 Write an alternative ending for the story you have read 

 Draw some speech/ thought bubbles and write what the main character may be 

thinking or saying at different stages in the story. 

 Imagine you are an agony aunt in a magazine. Write some advice to the character 

having problems in the story.  

 Draw a cartoon strip of the main events you have read  

 Design a birthday card for the main character in the book. How old are they? 

 Design a wanted or missing poster for a character in the story.  

 Pretend you are a character in the book and write a diary entry as them 

 Which character would you most like to be? Draw them and explain why 

 Write about an experience or memory of your own that is similar to what you have 

read.  

 Write a conversation between you and the main character in the book 



 Write a letter to the author of the book. Explain why you like the book or how to 

improve or questions about the story 

 Draw a picture of your favourite part of the story 

 Create a book review and mark your book out of ten.  

 Find 5 interesting words in text. Write down the meaning of each word then use 

each one in a sentence of your own.  

 Write down any new words you have found in your book and use a dictionary to 

record what each words means.  

 Find 10 adjectives in the book. Can you use them in a sentence? Can you find 

synonyms for these words? 

 Choose a part of the story and mime it, can they tell what is happening? 

 Act out using puppets a scene from the book. Can you use different voices for the 

characters? 

 Make up a song about your book and what happens.  

 Write a letter to one of the characters.  

 Find a part of the story without a picture. Can you draw one to show what happens.  

 Write down 5 truths and 5 lies about what you have read. Can you trick someone? 

 Change the ending to the story or create a new problem or solution.  

 Draw a picture of the main character and write a description of them.  

 Use puppets, dolls and construction toy characters to build a story setting. 

 Write down at least 5 interesting facts that you have found out in your reading. 

 Draw a picture of something you found out about in your book can you label it. 

 Write a list of features of your non-fiction book. Does it have a contents? An index? 

How many features can you find? 

 Find any 10 words in your book. Now put them into alphabetical order. 

 Draw a poster to advertise the book you have read. Make sure you write on the 

poster why people should read it. 

 Choose your favourite section from your book. Read each sentence and write down 

the key words and phrases to summarise it. 

 

 

General activities which will aid and support reading  
 

Oral blending games. 

 Robotic talking words e.g. pass me the b-a-g.  

brush your t-ee-th.  As they become more confident and familiar see if they can say 

words in robot talk themselves.  

 I spy with my little eye something beginning with…………… allow children to have 

plenty of opportunities to guess what you have chosen.  



 Point out print everywhere- talk about written words you see in the world around 

you e.g. road names, Tesco, McDonalds etc. 

 Play with words encourage your child to sound out the word as you change it from 

mat, rat, sat.  

Phoneme recognition games 

 Looking for letters. Whilst you are out and about ask children can they find letters 

from their own names, letters they have learnt in school including digraphs and 

trigraphs. 

 Fast letter sorting. Using 3 hoops or circles choose 3 sets letters 2 which the child 

already knows and one new one. Spread the letter cards out and ask child to sort the 

letters into the correct hoop as they move it.  

 Letter discrimination. Create a 3X3 grid write the letter you are focussing on in half 

of the spaces, in the other put letters that they have already learnt. Practise going 

through the letters, play games to cover the new letter with an object as fast as they 

can.  

 Letter sound bingo. Create a 3x3 grid for each player, write some letters in the 

spaces making each grid slightly different. The bingo caller will say a letter in turn 

and the players cover the letter up if it’s on their grid. The winner is the first to fill 

their board. To make this easier you can show them letter for them to match. To 

make this harder say a sound e.g. ay in day and can children choose correct ay 

representation.  

Tricky word games 

 

 Bingo Create a 3x3 grid for each player, write some tricky words in the spaces which 

the child is learning. Make each grid slightly different. The bingo caller will say a 

word in turn and the players cover the word up if it’s on their grid. The winner is the 

first to fill their board. To make this easier you can show them the word for them to 

match.  

 Matching pairs- write each word twice on 2 separate pieces of paper. Place all the 

cards face down on a table. Each player takes it in turn to turn over two cards (saying 

the word as they do) to find matching pairs. The person with the most pairs at the 

end wins.  

 Snap- write each word twice on 2 separate cards shuffle the cards and share them 

out. Each player takes turn to turn over their card, put it down and read the word. if 

it matches the previous card played the first person who shouts snap wins the pile. 

This game is best to practise tricky words your child knows fairly well.  

 

 

 



Questions to support reading at home 

 

Retrieval 

What can you see on the front cover? 

Who is/are the main characters? 

How did……..? 

What does………. Do when………? 

What can you learn from………….? 

What is…………….? 

Which genre of text is this text? How do you know? 

What is the name of the main character? 

Where does…………. Live? 

Who are the characters in this book? 

How many……….? 

Describe what happened before/after………? 

Who spoke to………….? 

Which character did………………….? 

How did……… feel? 

Where in the book would you find……….? 

How does the …….. help me to find information in this book?  

What did he/she/it look like? 

Where is the story set? 

What do you think is happening here? 

What happens in the story? 

Is there a good/bad character? Who is it? How can you tell? 

Is there a dilemma in this story? What is it? 

How is the problem solved? 

Which is your favourite part? Why? 

What happened when….? 

What happened to make…….? 

Who is the author? 

Did anyone in the book do something you did not like? Why?  

Can you list the facts you have learned from this book? 

How does the book begin? 

What other books has this author written? 

What is the main event of this story?  

 

 

 

 

 



Sequencing  
 

How does the story start? 

Who do you meet first? 

Which event happened first? 

What happened before/after? 

Use three sentences to describe the beginning, middle and end 

can you order the events in the story? 

Can you find words which tell you the order things happened in? 

Can you think of another way to begin this story? 

Were you surprised by the ending? Is it what you expected? 

What is the last step/information about? 

What did you find out first? 

What happened next? 

What happened before this chapter? 

Summarise the paragraph we’ve just read 

Summarise the characters actions in this chapter 

Could you read this in any order? 

Which is the best part? 

If you could continue the story, what would happen? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Vocabulary  
What does the word….tell you about …….? 

Can you find a word /sentence that supports your opinion? 

Why did the author use the word…… to describe…….? 

What other words could the author used instead of………? 

How does this word/description make you feel? 

Can you think of another way of saying……..? 

Which words has the author used to make you feel happy/angry/worried etc? 

Why is this word written in bold/italics or capitals? 

What effect has the author created by repeating the word/phrase……? 

Can you give me another sentence with the word………. in it? 

Give me a word which could replay the word……… in this sentence? 

Which word could the writer have used to replace………….? 

Can you figure out what the word ….. means? Could you read around this work to work out its 

meaning? 

How/where can we find out the meaning of this word? 

Can you find any adjectives to describe….? 

Can you find any suffixes? 

Which words/phrases best describe the character/setting? Why are these effective?  

Can you find any adverbs? 

Which words tell you that………..? 

Find a word in the text what means……. 

Find a word that is a synonym of…… 

Find a word that suggests show…….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Predicting  
 

What do you think this might be about? Does the blurb give you any clues? 

What information do you think we are going to find out about? 

Who do you think the characters are going to be? 

What do you think will happen next, based on what we know so far? 

Do you think…………… will happen? Explain  

Find evidence that shows…………….. might happen. 

What would you do if……………? 

What has happened before this? Do you think it will affect the characters choices? 

Do you think that character will change? How? Explain?  

Where do you think…… will go next? 

What do you think….. will do/say next? 

What features might you expect to see in this sort of text? 

How do you think this will end? 

How do you think it should have ended? 

Can you think of any other stories that start like this? 

Do you think it will end the same? 

What might happen if…….? 

What might…… do if they…………..? 

How do we know…..? 

What does this tell us about how…….. is feeling/thinking? 

What do you think ………… will do in response to…….? 

What do you think…….. would be doing now?  

Based on the cover/this chapter, what do you think the book/next chapter will be about? 

Where do you think……….? 

How is……………. Like someone you know? Do you think they will act in the same way? 

Do you know another story with similar characters in it? What story? How is it the same or different? 

Can you think of another story that has a similar theme? If so describe the similarities in these two 

stories. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Inference  

What do you think……. is saying/thinking/feeling at this point? 

What do you think the author meant when? 

Why does the author use the word ……… here? 

What effect did the author want to create by…..? 

How do you think the author feels about …….? Find words or sentences to back this up. 

Can you explain why……..? 

Why do you think……………? 

Where do you think…….? 

Can we work out how ……….. feels about……………? 

How did you feel when………………? 

Which part made you feel………….? 

Can you describe how you felt when…………………? Why? 

Why do you think he/she…………? 

Is there anything you’ve just read which reminds you of something that has happened to you? Why? 

How? Can you describe/compare it? 

What can we guess about where/when this is taking place? 

What would……. Say if…………..? 

Do you agree with…….? 

What would you have done when……….? 

What evidence in the text suggest that …….? 

Why is ……………… important? 

How does the character feel at this point in the story? Can you find any clues in the text to show why 

you think this? 

Describe…………… reaction 

In what way does ………? 

Is this someone’s fact or opinion? 

How do you know what…….? 

Why do you think that? 

How can you tell that………..? 

Why did………….? 

Why did ……… behave in this way? 

What is the relationship between the characters?  

When is the story set? How can you tell? 

What lesson did you learn from the story? 

Can you retell the story from another characters point of view? 

Which stories have opening like this?  

Through whose eyes was this story told? Who was the storyteller? How do you know? 

How does the way the title is written encourage you to read the book? 

 

 

 

 


